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School and Many people's recollections of their school days
leisure would cause them to think of school as, on the
whole, a place for serious work—of work so
serious that various spurs to industry, such as praise and blame,
reward and punishment, had to be employed by the teacher.
And yet, by a curious twist of linguistic fortune, the word
"school" comes to us from a Greek word which meant
"leisure." The paradox is partly explained by the fact that
among the Greeks the idea of organized education began at the
top, at the stage which we should call the university. "The
discussion forums or talking shops . .. where the gilded youth
of Athens spent their leisure time in sports and exercises in
training for war gradually crystallized into schools of philo-
sophy and the higher arts. Their origin is described by Milton
with his usual felicity when he asks Melancholy to bring with
her 'retired Leisure that in trim gardens takes his pleasure:*. Jin
the leisure spent in the trim gardens of the Academy, schools
developed."1 From the notion of leisure or spare time, it was
an easy transition to the notion of the learned discussion, or
disputation, in which leisure was employed, and thence to the
notion of the place in which the discussion or disputation or
lecture was held. Hence the later use of the term "school."
In modern times the school, so far from being a place of
"retired leisure," came to be thought of as a place of hard
discipline akin to a prison, and the schooolmaster came to be
thought of as one of the severest of taskmasters. In our own
times, the school has shared the general tendency towards the
more humane treatment of the young and helpless. But our
examination system, and the competition for scholarships and
prizes, have to a great extent excluded the notion of unhurried
inquiry and natural intellectual development. Only here and
there in our educational system have we broken down the sharp
distinction between work and leisure, and realized that the best
1 A. F. Leach, Art. " School** in Monroe's Cyclopaedia of Education.

